
1 
 

 

 

W V  S I R N  N e w s l e t t e r  
  

January 12, 2016 
 

 
The WV Statewide Interoperable Radio 
Network (SIRN) is a collaborative effort by 
state, county, and municipal public safety 
entities to establish and maintain a 
statewide interoperable radio network for 
emergency services

 

 
STATEWIDE INTEROPERABILITY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (SIEC) 

The SIEC met on January 12, 2016 at the SIRN Conference at MedComm Flatwoods, WV.  The meeting was called to order and a 
quorum established by Dave Erwin-Chairman. Membership:       Absent –  
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Here is the link to the FirstNet website:   http://www.firstnet.gov 
 

We’re on the Web!      www.sirn.wv.gov 

2016 WV Statewide Interoperable Radio 

Network Conference (SIRN) 

Save the Date 

September 25-29, 2016 

Camp Dawson - Kingwood, WV 
 

RADIO PROGRAMMING TRAINING 

The SIEC is currently working on a Radio 
Programming Training Schedule for 2016.  
Our plan is to offer courses across the state 
based on demand.   You may attend classes 
anywhere they are offered based on class 
size and availability.  Please reach out to 
your RIC Chairman to request a class. If you 
can host a class; please inform a RIC 
chairman.   

         

http://www.firstnet.gov/
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SIRN Discussion Points: 
 
Programming 

1. Current Versioning – 
Motorola APX 14.00.00- Portable Firmware 14.00.04 – Mobile Firmware 14.00.04 
 APX 8000 ONLY Firmware - 14.01.01 
Motorola CPS 20.01.00 – Firmware 20.50.07 
Kenwood – KPG-95DGN v 8.22 (10 Series) 
Kenwood – KPG-112DN V2.33 (20 Series) 
Kenwood – KPG-D1N V1.63 (NX-5X00 Series & 30 Series) 
 

2. Use of UHF frequencies pairs from CSX –UTAC repeaters – Dave Erwin requesting guidance on use of NPSTC 
repeaters. 

3. Site Maintenance Notification – Discussion regarding timing of taking a site down and providing notification to 
those involved.  It was discussed that techs would attempt to notify that a site was going to be taken down and 
would wait until a response was provided by those affected to a maximum of 15 minutes. 

4. Preston Counties Frequencies – Dave Eubank reported some potential issues with the frequencies that had been 
licensed for the new tower in Preston County.  Further study will be undertaken regarding their use. 

 

Important Technical Information  
Channel ID Plan 3 4 5 
Bandwidth 12.5 kHz 12.5 kHz 12.5 kHz 
Transmit Offset Sign + + + 
Transmit Offset MHz 5 MHz 5 MHz 9 MHz 
Channel Spacing 12.5 kHz 6.25 kHz 6.25 kHz 
Base Frequency 453.025 

 
450.000 

 
400 MHz 

 

5. Important Kenwood Programming Information 
• Set to Background Hunt and RSSI CC Hunt 

Acceptable RSSI - =108 
Good RSSI = -88 
Home RFSS = FE   
Home Site = FE 
(FE basically disables the radio from trying to look for a Home RFSS and Home)  
PTT Release Hunt = unchecked 
Hunt Option > Background Hunt – Slot set at 99 
Hunt Option > Background Hunt – Sampling Rate (Adjacent Sites) set at 7 

 
WV COML is a work in progress. 

• Planning on a test class in the spring and a full class at the Public Safety EXPO in May.   
• Looking for other Conferences that would like to include the COM-L, Programmer Training or 

other specific communications training 
 

 Policy and Procedures 
• Clarification on the proper and improper use of the 911 Talkgroup was finalized, here are the excerpts of the 

policy; 
o 911 Talkgroups 

 Every County has an assigned 911 Talkgroup and (unless coverage prevents) is monitored by 
the 911 center covering the county. 

 911 Talkgroups are valid statewide. 
 911 Talkgroups SHALL NOT BE USED FOR DAILY DISPATCH OPERATIONS! 
 Proper use for the 911 Talkgroup includes; 

• 911 Center to 911 Center communications 
• Units traveling out of the normal service area to update status 
• Communications with 911 centers from out of the area units 

o Any questions on the proper use of the 911 talkgroup should be directed to your RIC Chairpersons or 
the SWIC. 

o Radio And Talkgroup Policy is available on the SIRN Website  
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2015 SIRN Conference: 

• Next conference scheduled for September 25-29, 2016 to be held at Camp Dawson 
• Discussedhaving additional training courses throughout the year at various location as an extension 

of the SIRN Conference. 
• Discussed having additional Radio Programming courses throughout the year at various location as 

an extension of the SIRN Conference 
 

RIC Map (Can also be found on SIRN website): 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
First Responder Network Authority Weekly Update to the  

State and Territory Single Points of Contact (SPOCs) – December 21, 2015 
  
FirstNet News 
       The 2016 Consultation Package was sent to all SPOCs today. Regional leads will be in touch soon to set 

up kick off meetings beginning in January. 
       Last week, FirstNet participated in the Utah Governor’s Office Meeting with Department of Public Safety 

and Utah Department of Transportation, the New Hampshire Statewide Interoperability Executive 
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Committee (SIEC) meeting, the Indiana Statewide Interoperability Executive Committee (SIEC) and 
Integrated Public Safety Commission (IPSC) meetings, the Emergency Communications Preparedness 
Center (ECPC) Steering Committee Meeting teleconference, a meeting with the Washington DC SPOC, the 
Inter-tribal Council of Nevada and leadership of its Inter-tribal Emergency Response Commission (ITERC), 
a Michigan Nationwide Public Safety Broadband Network Regional Workshop, the Alaska Governor’s 
Meeting, the Minnesota Statewide Emergency Communications Board (SECB) Meeting, the South Dakota 
Governance Meeting, a  Connecticut Broadband Working Group Meeting and a Passaic County (New 
Jersey) Public Safety Training and Demonstration. Additional events and details are available under the 
newsroom tab on our website.  

       The next scheduled outreach event is the CTO team’s visit to observe the LA-RICS early builder project 
that will be supporting the Tournament of Roses Parade in Pasadena, California on January 1, 2016. 
  

News from the PSAC, States and Territories 

       FirstNet has been working to update the look, feel, and operation of the FirstNet website.  Over the next 
few months, we will be rolling out several new features designed to make the site more interactive and 
informative for our stakeholders.  One of the first updates will be a new map to replace the one on the 
consultation page.  This map will provide updates on how each state and territory is progressing with respect 
to its consultation activities.  In addition, this map will be "clickable" - in other words, by clicking on a 
state, the map will take you to a state or territory's individual "FirstNet Engagement Dashboard" 
page.  There, the site will provide up-to-date information about their FirstNet related outreach activities - 
such as links to the states' websites, SPOC contact information, a list of key meetings with dates, and other 
resources.  We hope you will find this to be an effective tool to help with outreach about FirstNet.   

       The National Council of Statewide Interoperability Coordinators (NCSWIC) /SAFECOM 
Communications Unit (COMU) Working Group is looking for input from SWICs and SPOCs on the 
Communications Unit (COMU) program in each State.  The information will be analyzed by the 
SAFECOM/NCSWIC Communications Unit working group in the coming months to help ensure that public 
safety’s input in the program is driving policy and any changes, as this is a high priority for public safety 
stakeholders. Please take a moment to fill out this survey: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/COMLSurvey.  Should you have any questions, please contact 
SAFECOMGovernance@hq.dhs.gov for additional information. 

  
Media Watch 
*The information provided is copied as-is from the media outlet source and is not edited by FirstNet.  Links to 
non-Federal Government websites do not constitute endorsement of any product, service, organization, 
company, information provider, or content.  Clicking on non-Department of Commerce hyperlinks will direct 
you to websites that are not under the Government’s control. 

 Traditional Media 

Media was heavy this week, with continued coverage of Board meeting decisions and the BYOD policy, as well 
as new coverage on the RFP bid evaluation process, cyber security, NTIA’s new rules about fees, and a PSAC 
report.  
  
Urgent Communications:  PSAC report: Priority, preemption issues on FirstNet likely limited to 
secondary users, not public safety 
http://urgentcomm.com/public-safety/psac-report-priority-preemption-issues-firstnet-likely-limited-secondary-
users-not-pub 
FirstNet LTE sites should provide enough bandwidth capacity to serve the needs of public-safety users in almost 
all response scenarios, according to findings by a Public Safety Advisory Committee (PSAC) task team studying 
the topic 
  
Mission Critical Radio Resource:  New Hampshire Releases Statewide Public Safety LTE RFP 
http://www.radioresourcemag.com/Features/FeaturesDetails/FID/626 
The state of New Hampshire’s Department of Safety released a request for proposals (RFP) for a Long Term 
Evolution (LTE) network. Proposals from vendors are due Feb. 19.  The New Hampshire schedule would award 
a contract before a state plan is likely to be received by FirstNet, suggesting the state might be planning to opt 

http://firstnet.gov/newsroom/events
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/COMLSurvey
mailto:SAFECOMGovernance@hq.dhs.gov
http://urgentcomm.com/public-safety/psac-report-priority-preemption-issues-firstnet-likely-limited-secondary-users-not-pub
http://urgentcomm.com/public-safety/psac-report-priority-preemption-issues-firstnet-likely-limited-secondary-users-not-pub
http://www.radioresourcemag.com/Features/FeaturesDetails/FID/626
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out of the FirstNet. However, as part of the final legal interpretations issued in October, FirstNet clarified that 
there is not an “early opt out” option for states. In interpretation 14.  A FirstNet spokesman said, “The law, 
however, lays out a process to ensure that a state makes the most informed decision about RAN deployment. 
Central to that process, there are two key dependencies that must happen first: award of the FirstNet RFP and 
delivery of the state plan.” 
  
StateTech: First Responders Embrace Apps for Public Safety Communications, BYOD Smartphones 
http://www.statetechmagazine.com/article/2015/12/first-responders-embrace-apps-public-safety-
communications-byod-smartphones  
Public safety officials and officers are using apps like BeOn and leaning toward BYOD solutions for 
FirstNet…Last month, the organization noted in a blog post that many in the public safety community have 
personal smartphones that run on commercial wireless networks and are interested in accessing the public safety 
broadband network from their personal phones once the network gets up and running. 
  
Urgent Communications: FirstNet Could Provide Blueprint For Enhancing Advance Threat Defense For 
Public Safety, Expert Says 
http://urgentcomm.com/cybersecurity/firstnet-could-provide-blueprint-enhancing-advance-threat-defense-
public-safety-expert 
Public-safety entities often have mitigated Internet security issues with a trial-and-error approach, but FirstNet 
has the opportunity to change that approach to an orchestrated defense that will better equip the mission-critical 
ecosystem in an environment where cyber attacks are imminent, a global security expert said during the recent 
Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials (APCO) Emerging Technology Forum in Atlanta. 
  

Web and Social Media 
FirstNet social media accounts were active again this week making a big jump in LinkedIn from 1,165 to 1,190 
followers. Twitter is now at 2,975 followers; YouTube has 183 subscribers; and Google+ has 59 users. 
  
This week, there were two new blog entries: NPSBN Interoperability Strategy: Focus on Open Standards for 
Network Infrastructure & Services; Data Access and Apps  and Social Media 101: Putting It to Work for Your 
Agency, which was reposted from the Department of Justice Office of Community Oriented Policing Services 
(COPS). All blog posts can also be accessed through http://www.firstnet.gov/newsroom/blog.  
 Do you have something you want to feature in the weekly update, such as a conference date, personnel 
announcement, or news article showcasing the work of your organization? Please send it to 
outreach@firstnet.gov for possible inclusion. 

 
 

https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/10/20/2015-26622/final-interpretations-of-parts-of-the-middle-class-tax-relief-and-job-creation-act-of-2012#h-17
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